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The following study was made by Frank V. Beck, special 
conservation agent, to determine the effectiveness of the 1937 
Agricultural Conservation Program and work out possible practices 
that would be best adapted to Wyoming County. 

Ralph King and George Crowther helped Mr, Beck to gather 
information in the field. 

Everett H. Clark, county agricultural agent of Wyoming 
County, gave advice and help in selecting roads which traversed 
typical farm types and land classes. 

Harold Peet, chariman of the Wyoming County Conference 
Planning Committee, gave suggestions as to method of obtaining in- 
formation from farmers. 

Professor E, G. Misner gave many helpful suggestions in 
the preparation of the mimeographed questionnaire and in the pre= 
sentation of date. 

Miss M. D. Lockwood and Miss Ethel Laycock assisted in 
tabulating the data and typing the report. 

Four hundred and forty-three Wyoming County farmers sup- 


plied the information which made this report possible. 


Earl A. Flansburgh 
New York State Executive Offi 
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A STUDY OF THE AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION FROGRAM IN 
WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK 
1937 


Frank V. Beck 
Special Conservation Agent 
Agricultural Adjustment Administration 
PURPOSE AND METHODS OF THE STUDY 

For several years the farmers of Wyoming County have expressed a need for 
a study of soil conservation, especially as related to erosion. 

The State Agricultural Conservation Committee suggested that a study be 
made in a selected county to find out what changes, if any, have taken place in 
farming practices as a result of the Agricultural Conservation Program. 

ith these two ideas in mind, and because several of the important types 
of farming in the state to which this program applies are represented in this 
county, Wyoming County was the county selected for a study of the Agricultural Con- 
servation Program in New York State. 

The information gathered was by the personal contact or interview method 
with a mimeographed questionnaire. The area covered by the study included both 
good and poor land in all of the important type-of-farming areas, Roads were 
chosen which traversed both good and poor land. The kinds of road traveled were 
dirt, gravel, macadan, and concrete, The survey covered both hill and valley farms. 

Three treined college men did the field work. The simple and direct ques- 
tions appearing on the questionnaire were asked every farm operator along a given 
road regardless of whether or not he was participating in the 1937 Agricultural Con- 
servation Prosran. 

The survey was begun July 12, 1937 and completed September 15, 1937, for 
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The objectives of this survey were as follows: 
1. To determine what chenges, if any, have teken place in farming prac- 


tices as a result of the Agricultural Conservation Program. 


2, To determine whether or not this program is changing the farming prac- 
tices on submarginal farm land, 


3, To determine how serious soil erosion is end what methods of erosion- 
control are being used by the farmers. 


4. To use the facts obtained from this survey to help formulate an Experi- 
mental Conservation Program which would be suitable for meeting the 
problems of soil conservation in the county. 

Many studies have been sete in Wyoming County. In 1932-'33, a farm management 
survey* was made of 51 farms anc the results published. Recently, a tax map, a land 
classification map, and a preliminary soil map have been prepared, but have not as 
yet been published. Soil erosion vrojects have also been carried on by the United 
sates Soil Conservation Service in the northern part of the county. These data, 


many of which have not yet been published, have been an aid in conducting this study, 


LOGATION AND TOPOGRAPHY OF THE COUNTY 


Wyoming County is located in the western part of New York State, about LO 
miles from Buffalo, the nearest large city. The topography is varied. The river 
valleys are level to gently rolling. The hills surrounding the valleys are general- 
ly steep and rugged. The elevation ranges from about 1000 feet above sea level in 
the Oatka Valley to about 2000 feet in the township of Wethersfield, At the higher 
elevations, the land varies from sidemhill slopes to gently-rolling and level 


plateau farms. 


LAND UTILIZATION AND CLASSIFICATION 


Not all the land is equally adapted to crop production. Land which has 


on 


*Report of a Farm Management Survey in Wyoming County - 1932-'33. A.E. - 58 
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favorable factors such as fertile, well-drained soil, smooth to rolling topography, 
adequate rainfall, a long growing season, and a location which is accessible at most 
seasons of the year, is more intensively used than land which is lacking in one or 
more of these favorable factors. 

Farmers, by years of experimentation, have found the land which can grow 
economically the best crops. Some of the land which was cleared by the first set» 
tlers has proved to be lacking in some of the essential characteristics necessary to 
grow good crops, and has since yaeh abandoned. Some of this land was neither fer- 
tile nor well-drained. This land should now be retired from agriculture and returned 
to forests. 

The land in Wyoming County has been classified by the New York State College of 
Agriculture on the basis of its use, From observations made in the field, an 
enumerator indicated with symbols on United States Geological Survey topographic 
maps which had been ruled into ten-acre squares, what use was being made of each 
acre of land in the county. 

In a similar way, a soil map was prepared by the Department of Agronomy of the 
New York State College of Agriculture in cooperation with the United States Bureau 
of Chemistry and Soils. An ceunbeakee indicated the soil types on each ten-acre 
square, 

All of the farm building were classified as to size and condition as well as 
to occupancy and the apparent amount of business done. 

On the basis of land use, soil, the size and condition of farm buildings, topo- 
graphy, elevation, and the results of years of farm management research, the land 
was classified according to the use to which it is apparently best adapted. ‘Both the 
present and probable future uses were considered. The land not used for towns, vil- 


lages, or other industrial or residential purposes, was divided into five land 
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Classes. These classes are represented by numbers; the higher the number, the 


greater the intensity of use for agricultural purposes. 


Definition of Land Classes* 


Land Class I has a large proportion of idle land and woods, and most of the 
farms have already been abandoned. It is primarily adapted to forests and re= 
creational uses. 

Land Class II is more intensely used than is Land Class I. Considerable farm- 
ing is being done, but there is a large amount of idle land and a large number of 
abandoned farms. The depth of soil, drainage, stoniness and other soil conditions, 
topography, length of season, use of land, and the size and conditions of the build- 
ings indicate that most of the land is better adapted to forests and recreational 
uses than to agriculture. 

Land Class III is more intensely used than Land Class II. This land is adapt- 
ed to an extensive type of agriculture and will probably remain in agriculture for 
many years. 

Land Class IV and V are more intensely used than Land Class III, This land has 


a high proportion of deep, well-drained soils and other favorable factors. 


Uge cf Land in Different Lani Classes 


The 1930 census reports 384,640 acres in the county. Of this, 333,115 acres 
were in farms, or 87 per cent of the total area. 

The county population, according to the 1930 census was 23,764; of this number 
11,566 or 4O per cent, lived on farms. Towns and vilages, classed as residential, 


represent 2 per cent of the land area. 


The land utilization study of Wyoming County indicates that about $1l-per cent 


. 


*Land Utilization and Classification in New York ~ Bulletin 37e. 
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of the land in the county probably will remain in agriculture. 


TABLE 1 - THE PER CENT OF THE LAND REPRESENTED BY EACH LAND CLASS 
WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK. 1937 


———— eee 
SS eS aee—oO—oOo—eG_—5o—0q0q0q3uy70aMa'hn—cc oe 


Type of Land Proportion of Land Area 
Per Cent 
Land Class I 3 
Land Class II 14 
Land Class IIR 1 
Land Class III Lg 
Land Class IV 26 
Land Class V ; 
Residential 2 
100 


SS 
— 


‘Land Utilization Department, New York State College of Agriculture. 


Table 1 shows that 16 per cent has been mapped as Classes I and II which is 
considered submarginal for farming and better suited to forest and recreational uses.) 
Land Class IIR represents 1 per cent of the area; this land is submarginal for agri- 
cultural uses but is near enough to Buffalo to have residential possibilities, which 


raises the value rer acre above the reforestation price. 


SOIL TYPES 


Many different soil types are found in the county. The higher land classes 
are comprised of the better soils. Areas of Ontario loam, Honeoye silt loam, and 
Palmyra are found in Land Classes IV and V. These fertile, deep, well-drained, alka- 
line soils grow excellent alfalfa and other crops. 

Land Classes I and II are characterized by thin, poorly-drained soils. Soil 
types such as Darien silt loam and Darien silty-clay loam have a heavy subsoil with- 
in 6 to 12 inches of the surface. These soils are extremely wet in the spring and 
are subject to drought in the summer, since the hard pan layer prevents the movement 


of water either up or down, 


*1935 Census 
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CLIMATE 


‘The average length of growing season varies from 129 days at an elevation of 
1700 feet to 138 days at 1200 feet. The weather statior* at Arcade (elevation 1700 
-feet) reports the average date of the last spring frost as :lay 22nd, and at Letch- 
worth Park Station, (elevation 1200 feet), May 15th. The average date of the first 
fall frost at Arcade is September 28th and at Letchworth Park, September 30th. 

The annual precipitation for the western part of the county is 41.92 inches, 
and for the eastern part, 28.08 inches, The rainfall during the growing season is 
21.30 inches for the western region and 15,02 inches for the eastern region. 

The type of farming differs in the two regions. The area of high rainfall and 
short growing season is predominantly dairy. The area of low rainfall and long grow- 


ing season is devoted primarily to field beans and wheat. 


RESULTS OF THE STUDY 
Participation in the 1937 Agricultural Conservation Frogram 
Of the 2,734** farms in Wyoming County, 1283 signed for participation in the 
1937 Agricultural Conservation Program. This represents an increase of 63 per cent 
as compared with 7385 under the 1936 Agricultural Conservation Program. 
Of the 443 farms surveyed, 260 of the farms visited had signed under the 1937 


Agricultural Conservation Frogram and 183 had not (table 2). 


*The Climate of New York State ~ Bulletin 444 


**1935 Census 
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TABLE 2 ~ RELATION OF LAND CLASS TO FARTICIPATION IN 1937 
AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION FROGRAM 
WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK. 1937 


Sa 


Type of Land Farms Farms Proportion 

Y ee Visited . Participating Participating 
. Number Number Per Cent 

Land Class II 65 19 7 

Land Class III 220 129 59 

Zand Class I¥ 99 67 68 

iand Class V 59 U5 76 

All Land Classes yz 260 fe 


More farmers on good land than farmers on poor land signed under the Program. 
No data could be obtained for Land Class I as there was no one living on the aban-=- 
doned farms found in this Land Class. Only 29 per cent of the farms visited in Land 
Class II were participating in the Program, The reason given for not signing was 
the lack of money or credit to buy the necessary materials to qualify for a payment. 
On the good land, Classes IV and V, 68 and 76 per cent, respectively, had signed 


under the Progran. 


Types of Farming 


Dairy cows are the most important livestock in the county. On January 1, 1935, 
there were 24,668* dairy cows two years old and over, There were 21,597* sheep on 
hand January 1, 1935. Horses, hogs, and chickens are also kept on most farms, 

The leading cash crops are field beans, wheat, and potatoes. Beans represent 
about &.3 rer cent of the crop land, wheat 5.8 per cent, and potatoes 5.8 per cent, 

For the basis of comparison, the farms surveyed were divided into types based 
on the importance and size of each enterprise, The following groups were made: 


1. Dairy Farms: Those farms which had eight cows or more with less than four 


acres in potatoes and less than six acres in beans. Dairy cows are the most impor 


*1935 Census 
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tant source of income on these farms. 

2, Dairy-Potato Farms: Those farms which had eight or more cows and four or 
more acres of potatoes. 

3, Dairy-Bean Farms: Those farms which had eight or more cows and six or 
more acres of beans. 

4, Dairy-Bean-Potato Farms: Those farms which had eight or more cows, four or 
more acres of potatoes, and six or more acres of beans. | 

5. Bean Farms: Those farms which had six or more acres of beans, but less 
than eight cows and less than four acres of potatoes. 

6. Fotato and Bean-Potato Farms: Those farms which had either four acres of 
potatoes, or four acres of potatoes and six acres of beans, but less than eight cows. 

7. Small General Farms: Those farms having less than eight cows, less than 
four acres of potatoes, and less than six acres of beans, These farms raise a small 
amount of each kind of crop and livestock, This group also includes part-time 
farmers who receive part of their income from work off the farm and from other 


sources. 


Elevation 


There is a marked correlation between elevation and land class, but none 
between participating and non-participating forms, The poorest land is located at 
the highest altitude, and the best at the lowest, namely, in the valleys. Of course, 
there is some good land on the high plateaus as well as some poor land in the swampy 


lowlands (table 3). 
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TABLE 3 ~ AVERAGE ELEVATION ON PARTICIFATING, NON-PARTICIPATING AND 
ALL FARMS IN EACH LAND CLASS 
WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK. 1937. 


Participating Farms | Non-Participating Farms All Farms 


Type of Land Average Average Average 
_.._Farms _ Elevation Farms Elevation Farms Elevation 
Number Feet Number Number Feet 


Land Class II 19 1642 46 65 1651 
Land Class III 129 15384 91 220 1568 
Land Class IV 67 1455 32 99 1455 
Land Class V4 14 


All Land Classes 260 


The elevation of the farm determines to some extent what crops can be grown, 
Potatoes are most commonly grown between an average elevation of 1600 and 1700 feet 
(table 4). The average elevation for bean farms is between 1300 and 1400 feet. For 
dairy and small general farms, the elevation does not make any particular difference. 
Beans are grown on lower ground where early fall frosts are less common. Potatoes 


on the other hand require a cool growing season which is provided at the higher 


elevation, 

TABLE 4 ~ AVERAGE ELEVATION OF DIFFERENT TYFES OF FARMS 

WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK. 1937 

Type of Farm Farms Average Elevation 
ee! ec,” RE. 
Dairy 98 1558 
Dairy-Potato 78 1673 
Dairy-Bean gy 1381 
Dairy-Bean-Fotato 20 1635 
Bean 51 1396 
Potato and Bean»Potato eo 1641 
Small General Farms 80 1529 
ALL ypes yz 1524 
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Size of Farm 
The average size of all farms increased with the land class; the farms on Land 
Class II were the smallest (145 acres) and those on Land Class V were the largest 
(176 Acres). Farms participating in the 1937 Program were larger than those which 
did not participate. The average size of participating farms was 176 acres per farm, 


compared with 134 acres per farm not participating. 


TABLE 5 - SIZE OF PARTICIPATING, NON-PARTICIPATING, AND ALL FARMS IN EACH LAND CLASS 
WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK, 1937 


Participating Farms 


ae in 
Non-Participating Farms All Farms 


Type of Land Average Size Average Size Average Size 
Farms of Farm Farms of Farm  _—siys Farms of Farm 
Number Acres Number Acres Number Acres 
Land Class II 19 140 46 147 65 145 
Land Class III 129 172 91 126 220 154 
Land Class IV 67 182 32 140 99 169 
Lard Class V Ls 193 14 120 59 176 
Ail Land Classes 260 176 | 183 134 | us 159 


—————— 


Farms which had more than one important enterprise were larger. Beans and 
dairy, both of which are single-enterprise types of farming, are smaller than the 
two- or three-enterprise types of farming. Small general farms have the fewest 
acres per farm and probably include many part-time farms. 

TABLE 6 - AVERAGE SIZE OF EACH TYPE OF FARM 
WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK. 1937 


an gn 


Type of rarm ey Farms Size of Farm 
Number Acres 
Dairy 98 158 
Dairy-Potato 78 208 
Dairy-Bean gu 188 
Dairy-Bean-Fotato 20 203 
Bean AL 131 
Potato and Bean-Potato 22 144 
Small General Farms _ 80 Ze 


All Types 4g 459 
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Farm Bureau Membership 


The Farm Bureau has actively supported the Agricultural Conservation Program. 
One-third of the farmers participating in the Program were members of the Farm 
Bureau (table 7). Less than one-eighth of the non-participating farms visited were 


Farm Bureau Members. 
TABLE 7 - COMPARISON OF PARTICIPATING AND NON-PARTICIPATING FARMS IN RELATION 


TO FARM BUREAU MEMBERSHIP IN EACH LAND CLASS 
WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK. 1937 


ne Participating Farms | Non-Participating Farms 
Type of Land Farm Proportion Farm Proportion 
Farms Bureau in Farm Farms Bureau in Farm 
Visited Members Bureau Visited Members Bureau 
Number Number Per Cent Number Number Per Cent 
Land Class II 19 -- U6 2 y 
Land Class III 129 35 12 13 
Land Class IV 67 22 y 13 
Land Class V 45 28 yy 29 
All Land Classes 260 85 22 12 


A higher proportion of the farmers are Farm Bureau Members in Land Class V 
as compared with Land Class II (table 8), 

About every other farmer in Land Class V belongs to the Farm Bureau, while 
only three per cent of the farmers visited in Land Class II were members of the 


Farm Bureau. 
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TABLE 8 - RELATION OF LAND CLASS TO FARM BURBAU MEMBERSHIP 
WYOMING COUNTY, Ney YORK. 1937 


$a 


Type of Land Farms Farm Bureau Proportion in 

Visited Members ____Farm Bureau 
Number Number Per Cent 

Land Class II 65 3 

Land Class III 220 47 21 

Land Class IV 99 26 26 

Land Class V 59 32 54 

All Land Classes Ys 107 ou 


neta ae aren 


Small general farms and specialized dairy farms were not as interested in ob- 
taining the services offered by the Farm Bureau as the farms combining cash crops 
with dairy (table 9). 

TABLE 9 — FARM BUREAU MEMBERSHIP AS RELATED TO TYPE OF FARM 


WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK. 1937 
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te elta? Varin Farms Farm Bureau Proportion in 
iar RA: Visited Members Farm Bureau 
Number Number Per Cent 

paary 98 15 15 

_ Dairy-Poteto 78 ou 31 
Dairy-Bean | 94 31 a 
Dairy-Bean-Potato 20 10 50 
Bean 51 LS a 
Potaton 22 5 “fy 
Small General Ferms &0 t 9 
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Tenure 
The problem of tenancy is not vcarticularly important in Wyoming County. The 
Federal Census shows that only 15 per cent of the total number of farms in the 
county were operated by tenants in 1930. Both cash and share rented farms were in- 
cluded in this survey. Tenant farms average larger than owned farms (table 10). 


TABLE 10 ~ RELATION OF SIZE OF FARM TO FARM OWNERSHIP* IN EACH LAND CLASS 
WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK. 1937 


Owned Farms Tenant Farms 


Erie Ot cose oe Farms _ Acres per Farm Farms Acres per Farm 
Number Acres Number Acres 

Land Class II 50 ah i 13 189 

Land Class III 157 14e 30 160 

Land Class IV 68 160 ph 155 


Land Class V 39 9 


All Land Classes 314 


eee 


*Sixty-six farms partly owned and partly rented were not included in this table. 
Only farms entirely owned or entirely rented were considered. 


Of the farm owners, 5% per cent signed under the 1937 Agricultural Conserva- 


tion Program. Of the tenants, U6 per cent signed under the Program (tables 11 and 


1243 
TABLE 11 - PARTICIPATION IN THE 1937 AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION FROGRAM ON 
OWNED FARMS IN EACH LAND CLASS 
WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK. 1937 
a nal TO LR aR Sed Is a Se Se ee a ee ee 
oh Owned Farms Proportion 
Type of Land Vimned) SBrns Participating Participating 
Number Number Per Cent 
Tand Class II 50 17 34 
jand Class III 157 92 59 
mand Class IV 68 5 66 
Land Class V 39 2g 74 
ET tee he 0 Le Fe aie gens EE Les Eel ae A See es eer NS Tene Sneek 
All Land Classes 314 183 58 


ooo SS eee 


*Sixty-six farms partly owned and vartly rented were not included in this table. 
Only farms entirely owned or entirely rented were considered, 
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TABLE 12 - PARTICIPATION IN THE 1937 AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION FROGRAM ON 
TENANT FARMS IN EACH LAND CLASS 
WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK. 1937 


type of Ean SE SMa neo NR ot 
Number Number Per Cent 
Land Class II 13 2 15 
Land Class III 30 £3 U3 
_Land Class IV 11 6 HF 
Lond Class V 9g 8 89 
4 Land Classes 63 2g 6 


—_—_———_—_ 


*Sixty-six farms partly owned and partly rented were not included in this table. 
Only farms entirely owned or entirely rented were considered. 


Acres Per Farm Devoted to Soil-Depleting and Soil-Conserving Crops 


On the better land, more acres per farm are devoted to soil“depleting crops 
rata’ 4}. Land Class II farms have less than one-half as many acres in soil- 
depleting croos as Land Class V farms. Reasons for this are, (1) Land Class II 
farms are smaller, (2) a greater proportion of Land Class II farms is in soil- 
conserving crops, and (3) a greater proportion of each farm in Land Class II is 
in pasture and woods, 


About one-half of the crop land per farm in Land Class II is in soil-depleting 


crops} for Land Class V farms, about 68 per cent (table 13), 
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TABLE 13 - PROPORTION OF CROP LAND PER FARM IN SOIL-~DEPLETING CROPS IN 
EACH LAND CLASS ON PARTICIPATING AND NON~PARTICIPATING FARMS 
WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK, 1934-1937 


Participating Farms 
Percentage of Crop Land per Farm 
in Soil-Depleting Crops 


NoneParticipating Farms 
Percentage of Crop Land rer Farm 
in Soil—<Depleting Crops 


P1937 || Farms | 1934] 1935] 1936] 193 


lumber | Pe Por TP amb De P Por 
MENGE | hehe t feet | Gort. Bork moor | fer. | bets | Gent) Gent 


Type of Land 


Land Class II 17 U5 51 50 | 53 34 wo | Ye | Ua 38 


= 
I 
p= 
1 
WwW 


Lond Class at 52 51 76 46 50 50 4g 
Lond Class IV | 53 60 62 63 62 27 58 64 63 62 
Land Class | 70 70 


CABAL ! 
tome Classos..) 216.4 57. 1-58 1 


A higher proportion of the crop land per farm is devoted to soileconserving 
crops on poor than on good Innd. About one-half of the crop land in Land Class 


Il is in soil-conserving crops; for Land Clnss V farms, about 32 per cent (table 14), 


TABLE 14 —- PROPORTION OF CROP LAND PER FARM IN SOIL-CONSERVING CROPS IN 
EACH LAND CLASS ON PARTICIPATING AND NON-PARTICIPATING FARMS 
WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK, 1934-1937 


Participating #nrms Non-Participating Farms 
Type of Land Percentage of Crop Land per Farm i| Percentage of Crop Land per Farm 
in Soil-Conserving Crops i} in Soil~Conserving Crops 


| Forms | 1934 11935 | 1936 | 19 || Farms | 19 [1935 | 1956) 1937 


Number Per Per 


Land Class II 17 55 ig 


Land Class III} 111 | ug | 47 


Land Class IV 53 LO | 38 
| 
Land Class V 35 3} 32 | 32 
Mil 
Lond Classes 216 uz | ue 


Tho cffect of the 1937 Agriculturnl Conservetion Program on acres of soil- 
depleting and soil-conscrving crops is small, A late, wet spring often causcs 


many changes in the type of crops grown, 


ho: lot +, Tamgt Oe 
7 oe and Gor) Yo Wgntnewzey 
jee youd antiol (Ano f Lok oS 
43 Mer Taree peter [ire see, 


oho j PY: ma 
BE 


ee.if Bast of Sak yors oft Yo Bind-omo twodA biting boos sd nis 1004 it 


(FE ofdat) tuon 2 q SE tuods gaat ¥ eect Bad tod reqese srtvroencefton at 


UI SIM) OHIVARCOmITOS KE Met SET Git Meo 0 WorREDTORe w ae Prete 
APIS OHTA 1OTRAL Oe TH, MOLATIDI TRA MO Bead iar Az ety) | 
VF v fmHECL Pe.) oF tau + TR seated Be tn a ees 
“ames elite i 
oy baad 7K ‘Yo oa;tacercs . 
Gore Bt iweoeiole lige ok Ff 


Sue o4 a a? 


“atl 904 


#200 | te x o20) | gno% | dnod | dated ; taod 
° : : > 3 : q ; H 
i 5 j ef | t 
Sa er 1 Be | ee ve Oe 
= ~~) ee is % 7 2 f 
Set Lig : + } "e ey i! CH Bes 
. ' - : 
| aS Pos {| 
Mi | oF | st ft ys 4 
i i 
, 
fd ae ae ; a 3s ay 
FO te UMS fae tet “er “. 0 . 
a ci | avo} ops 
a a a a ae a | ren... REG 
owt f OB 36 y eel z 
3 Brats SE fi ? % B bry TS FW goad & @ehiAma ef enor enbreserosat tae Bae 


ow Ae 
Number of Livestock 

Number of Cows 

The number of cows in the County in 1937 was about the same as in 1935. More 
cows were kept on participating farms than on non-participating farms (table 15). 
Participating farms averaged about 14 cows per farm, while about 10 cows was the 
average number kept on non-participating farms, Table 5 indicates that non- 
participating ferns are smaller farms. 

Fewer cows per farm are kept on poor land. Land Classes III and IV have the 
most cows. Land Class V does not have as many cows ver farm as Land Classes III and 


TV, because more of the soil in Land Class V is well adapted to growing cash crops. 


TABLE 15 ~ NUMBER OF COWS PER FARM, 1935 ~ 1937, ON PARTICIPATING AND NON- 
PARTICIPATING FARMS IN EACH LAND CLASS 
WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK. 1937 


rticipating Farms {|  Non-Participating Farms 


ny 


Cows per Farm | | Covs per Farm 


19 19 Farms {| 1935 1936 1937 


Number Number Number } Number Number Number 


yoe of Lend 


Land Class II 8.4 9.1 8.1 34 6.8 6.2 5.3 
Land Class III 113 14.5 14.7 14.1 76 10,3 10.4 10.4 
Land Class IV 53 15.2 15.4 16.5 27 11.6 12,02> 2 here 
Land Class V 35 11.9 12.5 12.6 11 &.6 8.9 8.5 
= Land Classes | 216 13.8 V4 14.0 148 9.6 9.6 9.4 


More cows were kept on strictly dairy farms or where dairying is in combina- 
tion with cash crops such as beans, wheat, and potatoes. Four times as many cows 


were kept on those farms as on the cash crop farms.or small general farms (table 16 }, 
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TABLE 16 = NUMBER OF COWS FER FARM, 1935 - 1937, BY TYPE OF FARMING* 
WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK. 1937 


Cows per Farm 


Type of Farm Farms - 19%es ol Ae OU eee 
Number Number Number Number 
Dairy gy 16.5 16.6 16.4 
Dairy-Gash Crops 161 16.0 16.5 16.1 
Cash Crops Bu 3.6 5.5 4.3 
Small General 65 3.8 3.4 3.3 
All Types 364 12.1 he. 12.1 


*Dairy-Cash Cropsinclude Dairy-Potatoes, Dairy-Beans, Dairy-Bean-Potato farms. 
Cash Crops include Bean, Potato, and Bean-Potato farms. 


Number of Heifers 
Heifers have increased during the last three years on both good and poor land 
(table 17). The number of heifers increased 31 per cent from 1935 to 1937 on the 


participating farms and 26 per cent on the non—participating farms. 


TABLE 17 — NUMBER OF HEIFERS* PER FARM, 1935 - 1937, ON PARTICIPATING AND 
NON-PARTICIPATING FARMS IN EACH LAND CLASS 
WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK. 1937 


Participating Farms i Non-Participating Farms 
Tyne of Land | Heifers per Farm Heifers per Farm 
; ___|Farms 19 1936 1937 { Farms 19 1936 1937 
Number | Number Wumber Number}, Number | Number Number Number 
1 
Land Class II 17 1.8 2.2 3.4} 3h lal 427 S67 * 
Land Class III 111 3.5 Rd oe ae ah 205 2.6 
Land Class IV 53 “2 et) WRbae 27 2.4 2 4.0 
Land Class V 35 3.3 uid St 21 1 Fone, 1.0 2.5 
All Land Classes 216 3.5 3.5 4.6 4: 148 a2 2.4 2.9 


*Year old and over 
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Heifers were kevt in largest numbers on the Dairy and Dairy-—Cash Crop farms 


(table 18). These farms also kect more cows per farm. 


TABLE 18 — NUBER OF HEIFERS* FER FARM, 1935 - 1937, BY TYPE OF FARMING 
: WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK, 1937 


Heifers per Farm 


Type of Farm Farms 43%) 1936 1957 


Number Number Number Number 
Dairy 8u 4.0 3.8 4.9 
Dairy-Cash Crops 161 3.9 ued 5.0 
Cash Crops 54. i ie 1.9 
Small General Farms 65 wh ey Lo 1.6 
All Types 364 3.0 3.1 3.9 


*Year old and over 


Number of Sheep 
The sheep were concentrated on farms growing cash crops (table 19), ‘The 
abundance of bean pods and other waste—product feeds largely explains the presence 
of the sheep on these farms, 
TABLE 19 — NUMBER OF SHEEP* PER FARM, 1945 - 1937, BY TYPE OF FARMING 
WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK, 1937 


en i 


Sheep per Farm 


Type. of Farm ; Farms 1935 1936 L947 

Number Number Number Number 
Danty” = EE 34 0.6 0.5 1.8 
Dairy-Cash Crops 161 12.0 12 (1 9.0 
Cash Crops Bu 19.4 20.5 17.8 
Small General Farms 65. TG 16 Ae 
All Types 364 8.6 8.8 cae 


a LS 


*FPeeder sheep not included 
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th Ge 
There were more sheep per farm on participating than on non-participating 
farms (table 20). Sheep have decreased since 1935 on participating farms and 
have remained about the same on non-participating farms, 
T.BLE 20 - NUMBER OF SHEEP* KEPT DURING THE PERIOD 1935 - 1937 ON PARTICIPATING 
AND NON-PARTICIPATING FARMS IN EACH LAND CLASS 


WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK. 1937 


——» 


Participating Farms Non-Participating Farms 
Type of Land a Sheep per Farm Sheep per Farm 
re Farms 1935 1936 1937 Farms 1935 1936 1937 
Number | Number Number Number Numben Number Number Number 
Land Class ITI Le 34 isu 1.3 1.2 
Land Class III bid 76 0.9 0.8 0,9 
Land Class IV she 27 10.8 10.6 9.4 
Land Class V 35 11 APES, 2.9 5.2 
All Land Classes 216 | 2246 LBy? 10.5 148 228 260 aN 
oe Nes ae ee RES EP, MCE ee Oe : 


*Feeder sheep not included. 


The survey shows that very few sheep are kept on poor land. The soils 
in Land Classes IV and V are adapted to cash crops. Field beans, the leading 


cash crop, furnish an abundance of bean pods, a cheap winter feed for sheep. 


Pasture 
Acres of Pasture per Farm 
The farms on the better land had less total acreage of pasture per farm 
than on the poor land. A higher proportion of the better farms were in culti- 
vated crops. The farms on Land Class II and III pastured more woodland and hal 


less improved or rotated pasture than farms on either Class IV or V land (table 21). 


of stv < ITH : 


iP a ae oe 


roy 


iy 


ney 


Erde ie 


oe eras 


~ spenenremesen 


© aueyiovmie — x 
Breas ° 


OP NSIT ad nirctice reaystemirasien NINE Aiea as 


Aceh ees ee eae ies - eaapene ne othe ae ‘ " : 
; {3 o é Pa 
r oo » Deed ‘ ‘> Ty: oe ie e aS 
: ) Cte a Fix. ei cate ‘ww @ 2 * ; te 
rs Oe ayn fone ‘ | 
ing Seow _— ' 4 
wre - hn al | 
pee te peli pens seth sce +a 
= Ks Ta aa Wine Pie Meals Gmey MECN fac Tiana Pee yt Aina ty sabia “eats i ii rao ses 
ae a oe ; : es ste atiee wanes Cont se " et st 


GAR aged TEE go) gelel SU, FRCOSTE AN, ARABS CAREC ST ASCE 


: } ah aaa Tha i ea ray eae ie 7 a 
eae ie pire S Seawee ago ores i : 
Bo Dhy! se x 
i i +> 
I 9a Sues 
: baad : 5 ee 4 LP eas as y chee 
k PY Ree eas ae H oe tan ae ya 
. ¥ an, 
- i . - a4 Ee ta A ita Cheating rely tee 
' 7 . een Se rates : Re Ge a APA, 
, 
% 
id ie iss 
\ 45 
sy) a 
are Aa: witiid ina 16, 
NR 
F a" mae (f Ma 
a , ‘ ey kk /. ae ; 7 
3 oe Se ee ‘ 
eh haa en a Wiig eke oa Pete eh ie pete ey i J 
ed oe Sere i ¢ ane bevy | | 
K ' NS ie hae 
Le ~ 
Ree hr phe hs can : a ete ; ; 
< .¢ ae . a. on 
t i 
; Ds 4 
e i 5 cS Pega, came i 4s Me te 
Ma a d . 
r . , iw cate ; ' ae 
. ae HAS ene ge ‘ i apes 
are a 2 ae 
Freel Ae 
* ; ail ; 
we ap 44 
Noe eae . 
PAINE Nila se Vp La) Ae anus bouts deka oat 
17 7 z ; sang J 
1 7 i ff { i i 0 yh 
H : 


eh 


TABLE 21 - ACRES OF PERMANENT, ROTATED, AND WOODED PASTURE PER FARM ON FARTI« 
PATING AND NON-PARTICIPATING FARMS IN EACH LAND CLASS 
WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK. 1937 


i Participating Farms | Non-Participating Farms 
Type of Land } bad at Rotated | Yloods 


| Farms|Pasture| Pasture jPastured 
Number Acres | Acres | Acres 


Land Class Ii LT 30 - 20 af - ig 
Land Class III LO 15 
Land Class IV a3 Ba. 


Class V 22 


Excluding livestock from woods pastured 


On participating farms more acres of woods have been fenced to exclude live- 
stock than on non-participating farms. During the past two years more acres of 
woods have been fenced to exclude livestock than had ever been fenced previous to 
the Program, (table ree Pe Woods not pastured have more trees per acre than woods 
pastured, With move trees ver acre, the water run-off is less rapid and the dangers 


of severe soil erosion and flood are materially reduced. 


TABLE 22- ACRES OF “OODS FENCED PER FARM TO KEEP OUT LIVESTOCK ON PARTICIPATING ANB 
NON-PARTICIPATING FARMS IN EACH LAND CLASS 
WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK. 1937 


Participating Farms Non-Participating Farms 
Woods Fenced per Farm Woods Fenced per Farm 
type of Lend Total previous|1936 and Total previous | 1936 and 
Farms to 1936 1937 Farms to 1936 1937 


Number Acres Acres 
Land Class II Le 043 Coe 
Lond Class III aut : : 0.8 Ove 
Land Class IV ee baie 


Land Class V 


All Land Classes 
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Seeding Pasture 

More acres of pasture have been seeded per farm during 1936 - 1937, (Program 
years) than were seeded during 1934 ~ 1935 (two years previous to the Program (table 
23 ), There has been more seeding of pasture on varticipating farms than on non- 


participating farms. 


TABLE 23~ ACRES OF PASTURE SEUDED 1934-1935 AND 1936-1937 ON PARTICIPATING AND NON- 
PARTICIPATING FARMS IN BACH LAND CLASS 
WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK, 1937 


a a 
ne 


Participating Farms _| Non=Participating Farms 
Type of Land pe Seeded per Farm ze | Pasture Seeded per Farm 


Farms 1934-1935 | 1936-1937 | Farms 1934-19 1936-19 


Number Acres Acres Number Acres Acres 
Land Class II 17 1s ae Lee 34 0,0 0.0 
Land Class III 0.3 0.3 OL 5 0.3 
Land Class IV 0.6 Ry 0,0 0.5 
Land Class V 0.1 135 0.0 1.4 
All Land Classes 0.3 1.0 14g Giz 0.3 


New Scedings 
More se-ding is always donc on good than on poor land. Land Class V 
farms sced more than twice as many acres ver ycar as do Land Class II farms, 
(table 24). On participating farms more new soodings have been established 
during the tvo Program yoars than in the previous two years; on non-partici- 


pating farms tho acrcage of new scedings decreased during the sams period. 
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Tablo 24 - ACR&S OF YEW SHUDING PER FARM, 1934-1937 IN HACE LAND CLASS ON 
PARTICIPATING AND NON-PARTICIPATING FARMS 
‘JYOMING COUNTY, NEV YORK. 1937 
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Groon Manure And Cover Crops 
Not many of the farms surveyed grew green manure or cover crops during 
the past four years. Sixteen farms grew green manure in 1934 and twenty-five 
in 1937. The farms on Land Class V grew the largest acreage of green manure 


per farm (table 25). 


Table 25 - NUMBER OF FARMS GRO ING GREEN MANURE CROPS IN 1934, 1935, 1936, 1957 
\ND ACRES GRO’N PE. FARM IN THESE YEARS IN EACH LAND CLASS 
WYOMING COUNTY, NEV’ YORK. 1937 
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Number of Farms Growing Acres of Green Manure Crops 

Type of Land Green Manure Crops Grown per Farm 
= 1934 | 1935 3 906 Loy 1934 1935 1936 1937 

Yumber|humber| Number| Number |} Acres | Acres | Acres Acres 
Land Class 1 i - - Pa | 3 - ~ , ¥ 
Land Olass rtt| 4 9) 7 4 6 7 7 10 

i 

i 
Land bate aE ) 4 ii 4. 6 8 7 
Land 8 8 Ne oe 29 28 

All 

Land Classes 18 iv 20 1” 18 a7 214 
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Superphosphate 
"Users" of Superphosphate 
More farmers used superphosphate in 1937 than in any of the three previous 
years (table 26). Among the farmers participating in the Program, there was an in- 
crease of 43 per cent in the two years, 1936 and 1937, over 1934 and 1935 in the 
number using superphosphate. The number of users of superphosphate among the farmers 


not participating in the Program increased 31 per cent during the same period. 


TABLE 26 - PER CENT OF PARTICIPATING AND NON-PARTICIPATING FARMERS VISITED WHO USED 
SUPERPHOSPHATE 1934, 1935, 1936, 1937, IN EACH LAND CLASS 
WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK. 1937 


Participating Farms Non-Participating Farms 
Proportion of Farms Visited Proportion of Farms Visited 
Type of Land Using Superphosphate Using Superphosphate 
~~ 193 19 19 19 19 1936 19 
Per. Per Per Per 
Cent Cent Cent Cent 
land Class II 29 32 32 yy 
Land Class III Bu 30 34 5 
Land Class IV 58 66 Yu 59 67 
Land Class V 63 74 94 U5 U5 64 73 
All Land Classes 55 71 94 | | 34 50 


The greatest increase in "users" of superphosphate during 1936 and 1937 
(Program years) occurred on Land Class II. In 1947, on Land Class II, 88 per cent 
of the participating farmers were using superphosphate, while in 1934 only 29 per 
cent of these same farmers were using this fertilizer. This represents an increase 
of 203 per cent during the past four years. There were more farmers using superphos- 
phate previous to the Program on the higher land classes; therefore, the per cent 


increase is not as great as on Land Class II. 
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Three hundred and sixty-four farmers who had records for the four years, 
1934 to 1937, applied a total of 1146 tons in the two years 1934 and 1935, and ap- 
plied 1626 tons in 1936 and 1937. This is an increase of 42 per cent in tonnage 


used as compared with the 43 per cent increase in "users" of superphosphate. 


Use of Supervhosphate 

Since the survey was taken before the "check-up" of practices was com- 
pleted, the amount of superphosphate which was paid for by the Agricultural Conser- 
vation Program could not be determined. 

The 1937 Agricultural Conservation Program, Northeast Region, (NER-B-101- 
New York) encouraged the use of superphosphate on new seedings, on pasture, on 
crops to be used for green manure, on hay land, and with farm manure used on pasture, 
on hay land, and on new seedings. Some farmers with their own money bought super— 
phosphate for beans, wheat, corn, potatoes, and other soil-depleting crops. They 
received suverphosphate practice payments for establishing new seedings and for im- 
proving hay land and pastures equivalent to their soil-building allowance. 

Of the farms surveyed, the ones participating in the 1937 Agricultural 
Conservation Program used more superphosphate than non-participating forms. There 
was a large increase in the amount of superphosphate used per acre of soil-depleting 
and soil-conserving crops on participating farms in Land Classes II and III 


(table 27), 
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1934 1935 1936 1937 1934 1935 1936 1937 
TIGURE 2. PCUNDS OF 16 TER CENT SUPERPHOSPHATE PER ACRE OF SOIL#DEPLETING AND SOIIL- 


CONSERVING CROPS ON POOR LAND (LAND CLASS II) ON PARTICIPATING AND NON-PARTICIPATING 
FARMS 1934 = 1937. 


Superphosphate applied on participating farms increased 450 per cent from 
1934 to 1937; on non=-participating farms the increase was 19 per cent for the same 
period. 
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FIGURE 3. POUNDS OF 16 PER CENT SUPERPHOSPHATE PER ACRE OF SOIL-DEPLETING AND 


SOIL-CONSERVING CROPS ON GOOD LAND (LAND CLASSES III, IV, & V) ON PARTICIPATING AND 
NON-PARTICIPATING FARMS 1934 - 1937. 


Superphosphate applied on participating farms increased 109 per cent from 
1934 to 1937; on non-participating farms the increase was 81 per cent for the same 
period, 
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TABLE 27 ~ POUNDS OF SUPERPHOSPHATE* USED =BR ACRE OF SOIL-DEPLETING AND SOIL- 
CONSERVING CROPS ON PARTICIPATING AND WON-PARTICIPATING FARMS IN EACH LAND CLASS 
WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK. 1937 


| 
Type of Land | 
4 


Pounds 


rel Pounds 


Land Class II Tae a pee | 35 37 38 37 Wy 
| 

Land Class III | ig 54 | 73 20 22 31 30 

Land Class IV | 70 fo A ee 53 4g U7 78 

Land Class V | de I) 50 3% 60 

All Land Classes | 51 55 


—————— LT, 


*Analysis: 16 vounds Po05 per cut. 


In general, the farmers on Land Classes II and III have less money to spend 
for fertilizer than those on better land, By taking advantage of the superphosphate 
practice payments, many of these farmers who vreviously used small amounts of a come 
plete fertilizer to establish legume seedings, were encouraged to change their ferti- 
lizing practices to a larger application of superphosphate under the Program, This 
shift in fertilizing practices was not as apparent on Land Classes IV and V because 
these farmers had been using considerable quantities of superphosphate previous to - 
the Program, A higher proportion of the soil-depleting crops in Land Classes IV and 
V was in such cash crops as potatoes, beans, and wheat} since the superphosphate | 
practice payments did not apply to such crops, a complete or mixed fertilizer was 


generally used on then, 


Use on New Seedings 

The amount of superphosphate used to establish new seedings on participat—- 
ing farms increased 115 per cent during the two years 1936 and 1937 over the years 
1934 and 1935. An increase of 24 per cent occurred on non-participating farms during 


the same period (table 23), 


aS bt roe + 
aie fee me aR a a 
Me a! “oe ie Ge ve , > 
Ears ‘ cs " 
wae WE ae NUipigry oe 7 iy 


r t 
Ne | i 


: . 
: : 
s . a8 : 
' 3 te . 
“yr ‘ oe . 
’ : 7 : : 
, : 
, Ph ries x 
rf é : 
- . ETE AS LS as F * 
‘ p 
Aik 4, 1%, hl . 
‘ ry eee dy Pie 
psiWy te," r Bees a 
- . i * 
. a ig “3 ; . 
Paani ivy on 
- be ' ae} 
4 LI 
Lf, OD 
F Fs 
et ete 5 
‘is ao 3 , > “fh : 
ws * ws My 
ae Soe a ia 


me 


el es * - . 
. é Bho . 
fhe se yiot Be 
hay : 
a ‘ 


yr sels 
i‘ 

: : 
' ot 
Visp bactyeyaly 
i “i 
k 4 
h 
z 

‘ 
4 
oe m4] 
“t 

21D ena 
is 
‘ a Rie fs ‘ 
sei : 
vie ye eae 
BiG wey awl ’ 

Bm a od . 

: oy 

. . mis 
1 als 
afi ) A iB 
sqm aye > es 


* Paes 


' . 
ote ri 
»t i) 
* ey . . Me 
, ney ae « Re, we we Dae; 
“tag te ae 
. (ie, . ? " 
. ts on Lo r 
. “ eda ey oe ae oi gay, ati 
. ‘ ss 0 oe 
mos * rf ins see Cys edee oa . ‘ 
we Men ae ie abba ye ‘ 
os ri . bat 'P) 
: , ‘ i oe 
oad . a 
y awn or tein sree Sh ervenalt Handed 
Pade) 4 me aS ee . 
© sabe eh pater aye: Menorahs asa swig oe Say es teat eae 
a? a t os 3 Me Ti 
4 ‘ ; Hee " é “ne B 
ft i 
ed i es os ge 4 
5 3 ‘ = “ee 
ah etree tye ek Ag 1 . at x re 1 
ia ee 3 ny ad v ‘ , 5 a 
i i § : ‘ ‘ 
. 
. 4 
‘ , 
. a . 7 
' 
3 
i 
e ‘, 4 + + . 
; * 2 ‘4 
Se ¢ i. : oe 
: 
7 , 
; $ 5 5 : 
“ . a AF 
/ L aay ’ = a 
E i 3 
ae oe Cavey . * ome ae ¢ 
oar nenan ata ane cape 
ae P Sg ive tS 
= : y 
: vite ae we 
“ y pirat. ps se 
are ERY ai oe 
; ad . Sth . aeihe r Ef wad 
7 f ; pA nue. # x ae ; 
chee é i cc - @ Bd dunt ae? 
. . . . . 2 a 9 ie ! me 
, ? we o- . . b 
. us! : Ds yp oie A 2) # Te} 7 
ve ae hs ew J at 
pais) Sere . i z a gale +g id 1 ok 
: . eR Gira, : ra 3) ye 
‘ fs c 
. eee D edie: Fy oo. ns + re " ¥ 
. . . . . > . 3 le 
a wi ay yes ' * <8 4 a) 
ie ‘ 
* , re . . i - “ 1 
te ‘ he ae Bie 
Z = “ ht . 
‘3 . “= - ame | SY 4 
a Peas : sis Og Bs te naraey 
es one tat h ately nae Gale 
? “4 or “ of ot ¥ is 
at pe tae of 
’ 
. vf ay - > . ~ a 
. ae 9°55 tT: e cure Ue ie 
Bia . 
Re a 


ey i) te a q 
pe, set eerie 
opie Ber atures N 
7 Sy tat 
bt Pa 
4 an Ts a 4 . 
: ey ‘ re wAnr ge 
’ ore 8 . . . oa 
A woe 2 ot TS ie 
ote ae eo ah * oo 
4 vs BY ‘ ve 
7 . « 4 . 
' 
1 i g " 2 
. ta ee 5 ; 
q : eS : sae 
i 
{ Ee a tc en, . k +e 
Ty 
q y : 
ae Hn y Rie wey 
oc . . 
iPox ‘ m5 ve, ta a 
ve. . 72 xm 
: Beh se peed SN Re 
whl ‘ 4 a 
‘ae og Sg sity aa 
oA gaa A aia 
é 1 + % Be ey ts Lg . 
oe t » = “ The \’ 
. aoe a i Why, Seige 
oe Rees ry nes i” \ = F 
. (ft SO ee eqt Og : = 
ove é * Me ‘ 
: ‘ 
oie Pay y ed an 
- i ie 
2 GF es , 4 
, 23 pak ae ate 
“ oN 
ji aaa 5 ee 
ee ee eS 2 | ae 
dae 9 “ja 2 es ; 
" Z , eee iy 
Poe wy | : . we 
ni 
a 
- nid 7 > eA = 


om DD 


WYOMING COUNTY FARM SURVEY | Farm Noe 


Carried out in cooperation with the Farm Bureau, the New York State 
College of Agriculture, and the Agricultural Conservation Program 


Description of Farm 
P. 0. Town__ County R. R. Station 
Miles to: station milk disposal buying center hard road 


Elevation ft. hill farm valley farm 


Acves: owned cash rented share rented total operated__,. 


wo Swen Sen een ‘erarenretoctnneeniientacieateidbenpanats 


Laidlord P.O. Se I ee ess 


Soil types: cropland orchard pasture 


Type of farm Land Class Value $ 


General Information 


Owed this farm years Tenant this farm years 
ige of operator years Tenant other farms years 


Wamber in family living on farm 


Number of children over 16 years at home: boys girls 
Livestock 
Kind 1935 1936 ; 1937 Hay eating 


Average No. | Wombat “Humber | animal units 


Sst ig Sree a ee 
Sn oe b | 
Heifers year old and over lias 


Calves under one year | 


putts soa ae Beeld 
shoes | tee 


Eorses 


Total hay-eating animal wits ee 
Hogs fe i ARR RA SS & 
Eens 


Chickens under 6 months i ee ee ates is CE 


Total other animal units | 


Total animal units | | 


a Ht 


Unusual change in livestock numbers explained (disease eradication, etc.) 


Do you use superphosphate in the barn? Amount per cow 
per day 
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Pasture 
Total acres pastured___ permanent open_ rotated woods 
What pasture improvement practices did you carry OM qguring 1934 = 1935 


SAE SEE EERE 
sateen ete igen earner LAAT OC CLL ALLL AAA IA 


Yat years? No. of acres improved: rotated__ permanent 


bo you pasture the aftermath of meadows? 


ene 


5 SOR IN orl ai ial Rec Ee eee ee weeks 
ws. of acres of meadow converted into pasture since 1935: permanent rotated 
o you plan to convert any meadow into pasture this year? Acres: per. rot. 


Jo, of acres of tillable pasture ¢onverted into cropland since 1935 


‘eres improved since the program: permanent rotated. ; Kind and 


arount of seed per acre seresnpaenmtnettt nc enact  eD 


ee 


“ind and amount of fertilizer per acre. 

feres manured: rate per acre 

Rind and amount of lime per acre 2 
Pasture management practices 


A 


Woods 


Did you ever fence off any woods on your farm? what years 


No, of acres. rods of fence used cost of 
fence : Is the practice worth while? 
Do you pasture your sugar bush? Have you ever reforest- 


ed any of your land? what years No. of acres 


Kind of trees cost 


ver acre: trees $ | jlabor $ _, total $ . 


Seeding Mixtures 


Mixture used before the program: alfalfa red. clover alsike 

ageing aaa 
t4mo thy. red top sweet clover 2 
wixture used 1937: alfaifa red clover___ alsike timo thy. 
red top eee 
Did you apply for a seeding payment this year? $ 2 

paceman 20", 
Strip-Cropping 

Have you ever done any strip-cropping?_ what years width of 
strip slope % type of soil what results 


a A a a SN A pm tment 


What other erosion control practices have you used? 


General Remarks 
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TABLE 2% - POUWDS OF SUPERPHOSPHATE* USED PER ACRE TO ESTABLISH NEW SEEDINCS ON 
PARTICIPATING AND NON-PARTICIPATING FARMS 1934, 1935, 1936, 1937, IN EACH LAND CLASS 
WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK. 1937 


i Participating Harms IT Non-Particiy Non-Participating Farms | 
- San i A Acre . ~» ~“§uperphosphate per Acre 
234 1 1946 | 1937 Farms | 1934 19 11936 | 21 


Type of Land 
Farms 


{Number a lbs.| lbs. |{Number; lbs.| lbs. 
Land Class II V7 “YO | 124 335 34 95 88 
Land Class III 111 +): 190 375 76 50 52 
Land Class IV 53 192 | 185 354 27; 122 3y 
Land Class V | Bee vt 146 215 | 11 | 159 164 
All Lend Classes 216 | 106 | 128 | igs 530 | 148 | 5 77 


*Analysis; 16 pounds P40; per cwt. 


a 


The largest increase of superphosphate per acre of new seeding from 1934 
to 1937 occurred on participating farms in Land Class II. The higher land classes 
used more superphosphate to establish new seedings previous to the Program, so the 


increase from 1934 to 1937 is not as great as for Land Class II. 


Use on Pasture 

The total amount of superphosphate applied on pasture on 216 participating 
farms was 77.0 tons during the two years 1936 and 1937, compared with 11.8 tons tor 
the two previous years, 1934 and 1935. This means that 64 times as mich superphos= 
phate was applied on pasture during the two Program years. For 148 farms not parti- 
cipating in the Program, a totel of 2.4 tons of superphosphate was used during the 
pnst two yenrs, compared with 1,2 tons for the two previous yeors, 1934 ond 1935. 
The amount of superphosphnte used on pasture doubled during the two Program years on 


non=-prrticipnting forms. 


Use in Stable 
The amount of superphosphnte used per stable per year was greater on parti- 


cipating then on nonsparticipeting forms (table 29). The fact that participating 
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farms are larger and have more livestock per farm partly explains this difference. 
The farms on good land used between 2 and 3 times as much superphosphate 


in the stable as did the farms on poor land. 


TABLE 29 - POUNDS OF SUFERPHOSPHATE USED FER STABLE PER YEAR ON PARTICIPATING 
AND NON-PARTICIPATING FARMS IN EACH LAND CLASS 
WYOMING COUNTY, NET YORK. 1937 


ssa SS 


Non-Participating Farms 
Amount of Superphosphate 

Farms er Stable per Year 

Number Pounds 


46 107 


Type of Land Amount of Superphosphate 
Farms per Stable per Year 
Number Pounds 


a I 


Land Class II 19 Wil 
Land Class III 
Land Class IV 
Land Class V 


All Land Classes 


Lime 


Use on Crop Lend 

More farmers used lime in 1937 than in any of the three previous years. 
On participating farms the grentest per cent increase of "lime-users" occurred on 
Land Classes II end III (table 30). A large number of the farmers on Land Classes 
IV and V had used lime previous to the Program and so the per cent increase in 193/ 
was not as large as for Land Classes II and III. Most of the farmers who have used 


lime in the wast are perticipating in the 1937 Agricultural Conservntion Program, 


ts, 


ie. 7 Rote ree Tt ae Gare) ot). Ba mls ei 
aah GFT asi CA A , ‘¥ par Wile wae 


oil ; 
P cf : . ce ry ! xi kA os os 
ae TORRE UBS SORT Pastas A ete aor npg ener mimes rey 
se son cap es Chee res 
ra i a | he eee “4 a a ee ° aoe ig y 
Sig AE A i a sie a a Se 
; wah nnglh | SEtimtanchereri 


i TS  Fproute aie ree Bi kee Lok 
; Tied liberal h 
; ae , 


MED PED Ie ROD ee Bip on ta a a oy 
a ; siti, : : eit ae ek ‘gt a Ne 

i ih ae ' " i Bu ‘ ee i. See yet } aoe 
can . oo: Sager eS hs ie ak a @ Se Bie EIN gga ha af seems 1 a arate omenthiner ablated 


 Eoeen a : Ie Sa htts ented aE 
Re ae en (ae ee iY CE. Bae ae 
; % a } > 4 Par z riz “win Loe 


* ¥ 
‘ah } fit, | vd ve 
¥ M r tf a 
; mm [OLE ee ¥ reed, 
—~ ~ Pe meee oem - apn - \ : ‘ 
ani Pa “ ae Te oe eta perme tts it nian in gimtine lasik rellinplshi ct me ring Lt 
ae ; to f. t { Rae fiche suena to bad 
, ateeien Fi g . P wasrrsn wea : : re ee = ro Se a ete on 
=r Ap 
‘ 
es CM. OND 
. ro v3 err F 1 
ct ! ten Sogn aveemat ee 
To Seaersat dneo ted todd dng GAS Wee Gee 
pics ; ' # ’ / rs a wee . hal 
: ata Le See ie : : ey ‘ . 
‘ i 4 nl th 
‘ ‘ , vy : S. ae | 4 ae a t) Ane aie 
fete a . 5 . j ‘ Fe w 
2 ict 
ge 
j f in ee “ 


TABLE 30 - POR CENT CF THE FaRiiS VISITED APPLYING LIME, 1934, 1935, 1936, 1937, 
IN ZACH LAND CLASS 
WYOMING COUNTY, WEY YORK. 1937 


———— ees ee LE ES | OS AS IE AS AT SRAYTTES | 2 SRR 
————— 


art ae “Participsting Farms ae i BS Non-Participating Farms 
Type of Land | Per Cent Applying Lime | Per Cent Applying Lime 


Ages] 1936. | 19 1936 | 1937 


Per Per Ber eee | D Per Per 
Cent | Cent Cent : Cent | Cent 
Land Class II w= | 6 6 9 
| | 
Land Class III | an oe 7 +e 
Land Class IV { 25 | 26 | 
| 
Land Class V Pe ues 
EE ESE om. Deland 
All Land Classes | 12 | 17 | 
2 Lo se ee 


On particivating farms, more lime has been applied ver farm during the 
two years, 1930 end 1937, than was used during the two years previous to the Progray 
1934 and 1935. The most striking increase occurred on Land Class II (table Si). Te 
i¢ also indicated in table 31 that Land Class V has used more lime per farm than the 
lower land classes. On the average, Land Class V farms are larger and this fact may 


account for a part of this difference in the amount of lime used per farm. 


TABLE 31 - AMOUNT OF LIME APPLIED PER FARM BY FARMS APPLYING LIME IN 1934, 1935, 
1936, 1937, IN EACH LAND CLASS 
WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK. 1937 


—_—————S$ 


come Da TPT TR ke 
_||___Non-Participating Farms 


| Participating Farms 
Type of Land Lime Acplied ver Farm Lime Applied per Farm 


Land Class Il | asso oe 
Lend Class II! skye 
Land Class IV 


Land Class V 


All Land Classes 
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Use on Pasture 

For all of the farms surveyed, the total amount of lime used on pasture was 
17 tons for the two years previous to the Program and 223 tons during 1936 and 1937. 
This means that more than 13 times as much lime was used on vasture during the last 
two years compared with the tro previous years. A large proportion of this increase 


probably can be attributed to the lime practice payments. 


Reforestation 

A total of 114 acres was reforested before the 1936 Agricultural Conserva~ 
tion Frogram. Of this, /e2 ecres were reforested on 41 farms by UH Glub and 42 acres 
were reforested by 13 farmers. This averages 1.8 acres per farm by 4H Glub projects 
and 3.2 acres per farm by farmers. The State gives 1000 trees to each interested 
uy Club member, so this probably accounts for the small acreage of reforestation 
done per farm, ilost of this reforestation has occurred on Land Classes III and IV, 

A totel of 91 acres was reforested during 1936 and 1937. Of this, 4 farms 
had a total of 52 acres reforested by the ccG: 16 farms had a total of el acres rem 
forested by UH Club projects, and 5 other farms reforested a total of 18 acres. 
Some reforesting, therefore, was carried out during 1936 and 1937 on 25 of the 443 


farms surveved, of which only a very few qualified for a tree planting payment. 


Erosion 
The problem of soil erosion is one difficult to describe. There was such 
a wide variation in character of soil erosion that each farm had its ovn problen. 
There were 256 farmers who ndmitted that they had some form of erosion taking place 
on their farms, ranging from sheet erosion to severe gullying. This means that 3 out 


of every 5 farms had erosion in some form (table 32). 


eats sae 
be, 


Thay: Site od nell otk ans trnm 


bis 


aes a Ree tub seta no Deets, ween von 9pm a Mente 


Weer ett To tote enth sack iA leer pie wii pads 


‘ ws v 


PaO Be GOT S OE SEER me” oreo! boda, a aia 


. 


ah ta . el “ye 7 a 3 ; $) age) ' 
Th EOL at, FC ice Moe Geetoe “ale Be ae ‘ite ings y 


oD 5 a are wtf we toatl 
3 axe mo e - 
s * eee =e 
Der t: PGE ee ad “4 " . + - 3 
alk. oo na 3 5 & ;& ad sees es 
is v 
. 
¥ , . 2 
, ae ; 
te 2 . . 2 i eyes 2 a ri 
S : 
it Y on 
ft To em j Ban ee ai i 


oe © : a = puter am + ee 4 ( : ra a J : e's 
4 eS CTA ME i OS ty fg dete rie a) Raheem mi 


’ - qj Pw > ag AS Pl, as + + 
3 te 5 oy 85 ns +> ‘ in® _ 
* my | 
* Be) . os Mie + . 4 ; ‘ 
see sh ts ~ W 4 . . : a ae Sr Sane aan . . 
a ed i 7 we eee yeh ail ae te 
: fis 
‘ ster ee s Bay 3 
vem” eo P| bi 3 ees it et. Bods 
ry, 
ey is ¥ » ' Fs eu a ' 
=> ” t ee * . 
@ & Fy PS a ee A a Er ¢ we a 7. Ea i 
a z Negpet Pe : * f 
< : ee igh Pa i re ee P Le * + z 
§ wate ee ® ~ ie : a . t - 1 Pape i ; x v) 
CHP ts ‘ ‘43 ; ure : sly ae : : 
‘ IN = 3 Py " PS seus + some ey a 
- 2oN 
O 
y ‘ 
e 
wi iste 4S, > 
jndecucilnations 
» i . 
nti & i ee Bey re ee a poe cae 
ook) us wok eee we on to. 
base ye q 4 oe 4 e ; ase . 4 ke s a os rt Py rye a s “ hon, ry A E, 
Se Mk al i © 2 by Babtgted at jot 
i 2 
A 
i ee Pi ae Ae diy Be les) b+ se ri ae a r cn % . u # . u 
aie) gear ate A Se GE Le ee oD ( Pee eC kL ee eee ce ee oe ae mal 
eee: GA Ey bust Bai ont i lt as 
eae F 
« ST a > <8 
. ; u er if } ' sae i ” 
‘ 
14 
\ 
} 
= 


a 30 


TABLE 32 — ZROSION AND EROSION CONTROL ON EACH LAND CLASS 
WYOMING COUNTY, WEW YORK. 1937 


i a A i 
—— ee 


Farms with Erosion Proportion of 
Type of Land Farms |With Erosion | Without Erosion total farms visited 
Visited| Control Control | Total having Brosion. 
| Number | Number Number Number Per Cent 
| 
Land Class II | 65 18 26 4 68 
| 
Land Class us 220 61 83 144 65 
i 
Land Class IV | 99 20 23 Ls, 43 
| 
Land Class V | 59 13 12 25 He) 
ALL 
Land Classes} Udy | 112 144 | 256 8 


aaa a——eoeoauaRmieo5$0oo00sw=$=™~=_=0uR»REpRe—=s=q™”®$q ee eee 


It is indicated in table 32 that 68% of the farms in Land Class II had 
erosion, while only 42 per cent of the Land Class V farms had erosion. 

Erosion control, as practiced by the farmers in table 42, includes such 
simple practices as plowing and rowing the crops around the hillside, leaving a dead 
furrow to divert water, seeding down and leaving the steep hillsides in permanent 
hay or vcasture. Highteen out of 44 Land Class II farms, or 41 per cent, practiced 
erosion control. Although erosion was not as serious on Land Class V farms, 52 per 
cent carried out erosion-control methods. 

Of the 256 farms having erosion, only 22 laid out their land in narrow 
fields across the slope which would approach what is termed strip-cropping. Of these 
e2 farms, 3 were practicing strip-farming under the direction of the United States 
Soil Conservation Service. The width of the fields ranged from 150 feet to 30 rods. 
The problem of strip-farming is different for each individual farm, The farmers 


who are following strip-cropping practices admit that it checks erosion. 


General Remarks on the 193/ Program 
The general attitude of the farmers tovard the 193/ Agricultural Conserva— 
tion Program was recorded in their own words under the heading of 'keneral remarks" 


on the questionnaire. To bring out the facts, their expressions of preference were 
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tabulated either "for" or "against" the Program and summarized as follows: 


eror™ NAgainst" No Remarks Made 
Participating Farms TT 21 162 
Non~Participating Farms 15 30 138 
farm Bureau Members 18 10 79 
Non-Farm Bureau Members 74 yy 121 
Land Class II 12 7 U7 
Land Class III 54 25 141 
Land Class IV 16 14 69 
Land Class V ibe 5 43 
All Land Classes paw ge ees 300 


The general feeling of the farmers is in favor of the principles outlined 
by the 1937 Agricultural Conservation Progran, 

Numerous criticisms were made on the recommended superphosphate practices 
under the 1937 Agricultural Conservation Program. Many farmers believe that this 
fertilizer makes their soil acid. Experimental evidence has proved the contrary, 
yet because of the original name, "acid phosphate," the idea persists, Some of the 
common names applied to this fertilizer by farmers are: "acid phosphate," "acid 
goods," "cheap fertilizer," and "acid rock." There were some farmers who believed 
that superphosphate would burn up their seed during a dry period, These same farmers 
stated that they would rather use a smaller amount of a more expensive complete 
fertilizer than large amounts of "acid" phosphate, Every farmer interviewed said 


that the best place for "acid" phosphate was with manure or applied on pasture. 
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A summary of the opinions expressed follows: 


"For" "acainst" No Remarks Made 
Participating farms “asi ae 207 
Non=Participating farms 8 22 153 
Farm Bureau Members 3 15 89 
Non-Farm Bureau Members 26 39 271 
Land Class II 5 7 53 
Lend Class II! 20 37 163 
Land Class IV 2 8 89 
Lend Class V eC 2 BF 
All Land Classes __ 29 tate et 360 


The opinions expressed were voluntary and were taken from the general 
remarks section of the questionnaire. This method was used rather than a direct 
question, since the answers would not be biased by the way the enumerator asked the 
question. It is possible that a high proportion of those farmers who made no 
remarks are in favor of the recommended superphosphate practices. The data present— 
ed is not complete enough to justify any conclusions. It does show that many farmers 
have some incorrect ideas such as, that "superphosphate makes their soil acid" and 
"it burns up their seed." There may be some justification in the use of a complete 
fertilizer on winter wheat, especially at the higher elevations where the growing 


season is short, to give the wheat a good start before going into the winter. 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 


Changes in farming vractices in Wyoming County during the past four years 
are due principally to the following factors: practice payments of the Agricultural 
Conservation Program, the general price level, and the rural educaction promoted by 
the Extension Service. 

The data obtained by a survey of 443 farms in Wyoming County deal primar-— 
ily with the changes in farming practices resulting from the soil~conserving prin- 
ciples outlined by the “Agricultural Conservation Program, The information was ob- 
tained for a four year period (1934 -~ 1937) in order to get a historical picture of 
the farming practices in the county. The Agricultural Conservation Program has 
been in effect during 1936 and 1937, so that a comparison of farming practices 
could be made with the two previous years, 1934 and 1935. 

| The total amount of superphosphate used on 44% farms increased 42 per cent 
during the two Program years. 

The number of farmers using superphosphate in the two Program years in- 
creased Lz per cent for the participating group and 31 per cent for the non-partici- 
pating group over those using it in 1934 ~ 1935. The largest percentage increase 
in "users" of superphosphate occurred on submarginal farm land. 

The pounds of superphosphate applied per acre of crop land increased most 
on the poorer land (Land Classes II and III) during the two Program years. 

In the two Program years, the amount of superphosphate used to establish 
new seedings was 115 per cent more on particivating farms and ou per cent more on 
non-participating farms than for 1934 and 1935. The largest percentage increase in 
amount of superphosphate used to establish new seedings occurred on submarginal 
farm land. 

Participating farmers used 63 times and non-participating farmers used 


twice as much superphosphate on pasture during the two Program years as was applied 
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the two previous years. 

More farmers used lime in 1937 than in any of the three previous years. 
The per cent increase in "lime-users" was highest on Land Classes II and III. 

More tons of lime were applied during the two Program years than during 
the two previous years. The greatest percentage increase occurred on submarginal 
farm land. 

Only a small amount of lime was used on vasture, The proportional amount 
aop...ed during the two Program years was 13 times that applied the two previous 
years. 

Few farmers grew green manure and cover crops. The largest acreage per 
farm was grovn on Land Class V. 

More acres of new seedings were established on good than on poor land. 
Legume seedings increased on participating farms in all land classes during the 
two Program years. 

More woodland was fenced to exclude livestock during the two Program years 
than was ever fenced before the Program. 

The small amount of reforestation carried out during the past four years 
was done mainly by the 4H Clubs and the CCC. 

Three out of every five farms visited reported soil erosion of some form. 
Sixty-eight per cent of the farms on Land Class II had erosion and of these, 41 per 
cent practiced simple erosion-control methods, Land Class V had the least erosion, 
42 per cent, and had the most erosion control, 

The greatest change in farming practices occurred on submarginal farm land 
Before the Program, many farmers on this land used small quantities of a mixed ferti- 
lizer on their crops. These farmers were encournged by practice payments under the 
Program to use superphosphate and lime, 


A higher proportion of the farmers on good land signed under the 1937 
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Program than on poor land. Only 29 per cent of the farmers on Land Class II parti- 
cipated in the 1937 Program. On good land, Land Classes tv and V, 68 and 76 per 
cent, respectively, had signed under the Program. Of the 443 farmers visited, 260 
or 59 per cent were participating in the 1937 Progran. 

Forty-six per cent of the tenants and fifty-eight per cent of the farm- 
owners signed under the 1937 Progran. 

A farmers! meeting* was held on November 30, 1937 at ‘larsaw, New York, to 
decide whether or not an Experimental Agricultural Conservation Program should be 
made for Wyoming County. The resuits of the survey of his farms were discussed in 
detail at this meeting. A vote was taken at the close of an all-day session, and it 
was decided that all of the practices designed by the State Agricultural Conserva- 
tion Committee were essential for Wyoming County. It was requested by this group 
cf farmers that the desirable oractices be stressed in each tyne of farming area and 
on each land class by an educational program during the 1938 sign-up period. This 
method, it vas thought, would be easier and less expensive to administer than a 


special county program for such a diversified tyve of county. 


* The minutes of the farmers' meeting are included in the appendix. 
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COMPARISON OF PARTICIPATING AND NON-PARTICIPATING FARMS AND A SUMMARY OF 
RELATED FACTORS 


Wyoming County, New York, 1937 


—— 


Summary of Factors Participating Farms Non-Participating Farms 


1. Number of Farms Visited 260 183 
2, Average Elevation per farm (ft.) 1513 1540 
3. Average size of farm: acres 176 134 
4, Farm Bureau Membership: Number &5 22 
De ; Per Cent 33 12 
6. *Owned Farms: Number 183 131 
te : Per Cent 58 ho 
4, *Tenant Farmst Number 29 34 
Ss : Per Cent U6 54 
10, Cows per Farm: 1935 13,8 9.6 
Lbs 1936 5 8 9.6 
i2, 1937 14,0 9.4 
13. Heifers per Farm: 1935 345 eee 
4, (1 year and older) 1936 3.5 2.44 
Mer 1937 4.6 2.9 
16, Sheep per Farm: 1935 12.6 248 
ae 1936 12,9 2.8 
18, NS | 10.5 2.8 
*Per Cent *Per Cent 
19. Acres of Soil-Depleting Crops 1934 yo 57 27 ig 
20, per Farm 1935 LG 58 30 54 
21,*Per Cent of crop land per 1936 U6 58 30 53 
22, farm in soil-depleting crops 1937 U7 5g 29 51 
*Per Cent *Per Cent 
23. Acres of Soil-Conserving Crops 1934 32 43 28 pre 
ou, per Farm: 1935 3% ho 26 6 
25,*Per Cent of crop land per 1936 43 yo 27 U7 
26, farm in soil-conserving crops 1937 3 he 28 ug 
*Per Cent *Per Cent 
27. Acres of New Seeding per Farm 1934 16,44 22 10,1) «56 
e8.*Per Cent of crop land per farm 1945 Liss 22 Liye ew 
29. in New Seedings, 1936 18.5 23 10,4 18 
30. 1937 17.9 22 G.6.0ae 


*Owned ~~ owned all land in farm 314 Farms. 


, No part-owned, part-rented farms, 
*Tenant -- rents all land in farm) 
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COMPARISON OF PARTICIPATING AND NON-PARTICIPATING FARMS AND A SUMMARY OF 
RELATED FACTORS 
WYOMING COUNTY, NBW YORK. 1937. 


SS 
EE 


Summary of Factors Participating Farms Non-Participating Farms 


31. Acres Pasture Seeded per Farm - 1934-!35 0,3 O.2 
32. — 1936-'37 1.0 0.3 
33° Acres of Green Manure per 1934 1 0,2 
34, Farm 1935 1.4 G.7 
35. 1936 1.4 O71 
30. 1937 14 0,1 
37. Pounds of Superphosphate on 1934 3767 1814 
BG Crops per Farm 1935 L340 1844, 
% (Average) 1936 5288 2032 
ko, 1937 8676 5298 
41, Number of Farmers using 1934 118 51 
We. Superphosphate 1935 131 51 
Uz, 1936 153 60 
Map, 1937 202 74 
ls, Pounds of Superphosphate per 1934 6895 5265 
a, Farm by "Users" of 1935 7156 5351 
Ley Supe rphosphate 1936 7466 5012 
Lg, 1937 9265 5298 
49. Pounds of Suverphosphate per 1934 93 96 
50. Acre* by "Users" of 1935 91 96 
Bly Super phosphate 1936 95 88 
De» 195¢ 115 9c 
53. Pounds of Superphosphate 1934 1740 860 
5U. per Farm Used to Estab- 1935 2209 865 
55. lish Seedings 1936 3227 | gg 
56. 1937 5901 1049 


5/. Pounds of Superphosphate 
Used ver Stable per year 


139 22k 


*Per acre of soil-conserving and soil-depleting crops. 
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COMPARISON OF PARTICIPATING AND NON-PARTICIPATING FARMS AND A SUMMARY OF 
RELATED FACTORS 


TYOMING CCUNTY, NEW YORK. 1937. 


Summary of Factors 


—>_ 


Participating Farms Non-Participating Farms 


08. 


Pounds of Superphosphate 1934-'35 110 16 
59. Used per Farm on Pasture 1936-'3”7 7Lg 32 
60. Number of Farms using Lime 1934 A g 
Bas 1935 37 5 
62.6 1936 58 10 
63. 1937 102 fu 
ae PRS poly Na ee oa vetsciuiatis sete pw-usaisdnaretean ompirgla sinner 
64, Tons of Lime Used per Farm 1934 12.0 8.5 
HS; by "Users" of Lime 1935 11.6 Vee 
66 1936 i1,8 Leh 
67 1937 tre 13:2 
, Pa iain 5 NEL 5 SOL 
68. Tons of Lime Used per 1934-'35 0,04 0.06 
62s Farm on Pasture 1936-'37 0.78 0.37 
7). Acres of Woods Fenced per Before 1936 1.8 1.0 
"1. Farm to Keep Out Livestock 1936-'37 bak Od. 
72. Acres Joods Pastured per Farm 1937 18 14 
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COMPARTSOV OF LAND CLA“SES AND A SUMMARY OF RELATED FACTORS 


———s ee 


———- 


WYOMING COUNTY, NEY YORK. 1937 


LAND CLASS 


ae 
1. Number of Farms Visited 65 
2. Average Elevation per Farm (ft.) 1651 
5. Average Size of Farm: Acres 145 
4, Farm Bureau Membership: Number ra 
Oe Fer Cent 
6. Cows per Farm 1937 ‘ 
7, Heifers per Farm 1937 Me) 
8. Sheep per Farm 1937 0.6 
9. Acres Soil-Depleting 
‘Crops per Farm Looe 24 
iQ, Acres Soil-Conserving 
Crops per Farm 1937 30 
J1. Acres New Seeding per Farml937 8 
12. Acres Pasture Seeded 1936- ce 
per Farm L937 l.é 
13. Acres Green Manure 
per Farm 1937* -- 
14, Pounds of Superphosphate 
per Farm on Crops T9S9™ | 6405 
15. Tons of Lime per Farm 
on Crops 1937* 15.8 
16. Acres of Yoods Fenced Pefore 1936* 3.4 
per Farm to keep out 
pie Livestock 1936-1937F 4,1 
18. Acres of Woods Pastured 
per Farm BoaT* 20 
19. Number of Farms sno control 26 
AQ. with erosion With, Control. 18 


= a ns 


Peper atei ci pation in 
Hos Lrogran 


snumber 
sper cent 


Lae IV V 
220 99 Og 
1588 1455 1339 
154 169 176 
47 26 32 
21 26 o4 
13 14 12 
4 5 4 
1.4 16.2 25.9 
34 30 70 
32 29 33 
13 20 24 
0.3 List Le? 
0.3 1.4 6.3 
9029 7880 9798 
11.8 13,3 15,0 
1.4 295 1.5 
2.6 es 1.5 
21 1” 9 
83. 295 12 
61 20 13 
129 67 45 
og 68 76 


*Pigures given are for Participating Farms only (260 Farms). 
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TABLE 13 ~ ACRES OF SOIL~DEPLETING CROPS IN BACH LAND CLASS ON PARTICIPATING 
AND NON-PARTICIPATING FARMS, 1934-1937 
WYOMING COUNTY, Wa YORK. 1937 


i 
———— 


| ‘Participating Farms. “jt Non-Participating Farms 
Type of Land Soil-Depleting Crops per Farm i} Soil-Depleting Crops per Farm 
_|. arns [1934 [1935 11936 179 Farms | 1934 | 1935 [1936 | 19° 
| Number AcresjAcres; Acres} Acres Number | Acres } Acres| Acres} Acres 
: ! 
Land Class II 17 ey. | 29 2g 34 22 19 
Land Class III 33 37 37 76 23 26 
| 
Land Class IV 7 | 51 52 27 LO py 


Land Class V 69 73 76 


{3 Vy 36 
ee | as | . 


The variationsin acres of soil-depleting crops grown from year to year are 


greater than that in acres of soil-conserving crops (table 14). 


TABLE 14 - ACRES OF SOIL-CONSERVING CROPS ON FARTICIFATING AND NON-PARTICIPATING 
FARMS IN EACH LAND CLASS, 1934-1937 
WYOMING COUNTY, NEW YORK. 1937. 


Participating Farms oe Non-Participating Farms 
Soil-Conserving Crops per Farm {| Soil-Conserving Crops per Farm 


Farms | 1934 11935 11936 11937 


Number ; Acres{Acres/|Acresj Acres 


Land Class II 17 29 28 
| 
Land Class III | 111 | cad ei gs 
Land Class IV 53 | ee ae 
i] 
Land Class V | 35 36 Ne. 
SrA y : rag fans 
Land Classes sft 216 32 B. 


The acres of soil-conserving crops per farm do not vary much between farms on 


good and poor land. More livestock are kept ver farm on the good land than on poor 
land; therefore, the yields of hay must be higher on the better land. 


The effect of the 194/ Agricultural Conservation Frogram on acres of soil- 
depleting and soil-conserving crops is small. A late, wet spring often causes many 
changes in the tyve of cropds grown, 
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MINUTES 
OF 


A meeting of the Wyoming County Agricultural Conference Board, the Wyoming 


County Agricultural Conservation Committee , and the Wyoming County Farm Bureau 
Executive Committee held at the Farm Bureau Office, Yarsaw, New York, on Tuesday, 
November 30th, at ten o'clock. The meeting was called to order by Harold L. Peet, 
Chairman of the Agricultural Conference Board. 


The following members responded to roll call: Ben Hakes and Charles 


McNulty, both of Java Center; Fred Meissel, Jr., of Yarsan; Lawrence “allace, Lester 


J. Vilson and Arthur J, Smith, all of Gainesville; Raymond Kelly, of Wyoming; Hugh 


Wilson, Clayton Merkly, and Chas, J. Lindsey, all of Attica; E. Guy Cooper and 


‘Boyd Bacon, both of Perry; Sidney C, Barber, of Bliss; Henry P. Wilson, C. Scott 


DeGolyer, H. J. Harrison, Fred R. Valkley, Rev. Henry Stevens and George Sherman, 
all of Castile; Harold L. Peet and F, C, Gibbs, both of Pike; Francis Edsall, of 
Arcade; Fred 3. Morris, Assistant County Agent Leader; Harl A. Flansburgh, County 
Agent Leader and State Executive Officer; George Serviss from the Department of 
Agronomy; %. T. Grams, Senior Field Officer, Agricultural Conservation, and Frank 
Beck, Special Conservation Agent, all of Ithaca; Ernest Bradley, Silver Springs; 
Lawrence Draper, iit. Morris; and ©, Bernard “Wecks, Conservation Agent, and Everett 
H, Clark, County Agricultural Agent, both of Warsav. 

Earl A. Flansburgh, State Executive Officer, discussed the purpose of the 
meeting, stating that Wyoming County had been chosen as a demonstration county to 
try out a program best suited to our needs, He further stated that a special pro- 
gram may be developed for the county. ‘lr. Flansburgh also said that Wyoming County 
was chosen because of its diversified farming. The western part of the county is 
suited to potato growing and dairy farming. The eastern part of the county is es- 


pecially adapted to srowing cash crops; while in the valleys we have fruit areas, 
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Frank Beck, Special Conservation Agent, gave a summarized report of the 
survey he made of 443 farms in Wyoming County this summer. Many of the facts pre- 
sented raised questions which were discussed by the group, 

Following the discussion of the survey report, the farmers divided into 
three types of farming groups; namely, potatoes, beans, and fruit, and discussed 
their common problems over the dinner table. 


The afternoon session was called to order by Chairman Harold L. Peet at 


A colored motion picture was shown which described the land classes. This 
picture was taken on a Wyoming County Land Classification Tour. Mr. Olark, County 
Agricultural Agent, interpreted the picture and gave statistics as to yields of 
crops and school costs in the various land classes. 

The following points were discussed: 

1. Lime Practice 
Potato farms could use less than one ton ver acre. The 

Progrem won't allow less than one ton nor over two tons. It was stated 

that "Liming practices are designed to increase soil-conserving crops 


(legumes) and not soil-depleting crops (potatoes). Potatoes might benefit 
from one-half ton of lime, also not allowed by the Program. 


2. Reforestation Practice 


While it is a sound soil-conserving practice, it is not 
adapted to individual farmers to carry out. "Reforestation requires a 
long-term program; it is more of a public problem and should be handled 
through a state or national agency." 


The subject was passed over by the Board. 


3. Superphosphate Practices 


The uses of suprvhosphate were discussed in great detail. 
The favorable comments over=—balanced the unfavorable comments, and it was 
decided to continue the practices as outlined in the State Program for 
1938. The use of superphosphate on pastures and with manure was stressed. 


4. = Brosion Control 


Regular erosion control requires the advice of technically 
trained men. A suggestion was made that seeding and superphosphate 


os is? f yj 


Pa Fai ‘anaed faetns toa dines haben 


tins sate a evo 


‘ 
te “3s 2) oe 


" hy gee ratty Pages m dt a, fa f ‘a 
oh Tobe ta Bh a Sanet “we ti ap 1 ii bal far, ese Botta on ‘soon 


MOTTA GE A in en? ant a bauaue UW, occueo be, 1 
| HT eth Bm Unel ait S90 ede ws Hy kde om We ar weird Oat -evalioe 0 a 


dU are 's n vege i ti pines: ‘hi i 

7 as ce Beg * J } i N ci : i ; ales) 
re ry. Pe! Ce ee ae aa P i Naren Sh s J 1 i 
pe #1 i Se Do ae aut i ee ree oan, Figs me Bed ha Fis a 


dis ee to Vin 2 ee lonadad sad en b; 


I AY 


i 2: 
F . fh SIR 1 wet eg aes Abiosten ot 
: \ ee ; 
fae | | Rh AM SE cas ay } edie AD. ar a? 
y ‘ . ey i ; i i | 


poe ner Se and : F uh . pags eet ee S, eel stat ae Gt 4 oy, « ge ey ot % o : 
gs: ot : ee a, ee cpr rete) eae a etahe ae Be ¢ 5 , } i 4 , 
oy oe v. yO) "BET “G3 wh SAY Baad wo iia iT so it Ma sy 
" = Poet o ‘ . ray ime s eh or ve uh Oe + y way aye ; . ae 
et PTAVTSH Oe Flom wepenoerh as ita el ' pe w. | 


i a ‘re Am Tete ck ah & re gen i. 
Mt MOMMEEE Dile be bg intndc®  Pakadc s ek ee ae eee On ae beg weer We 
ee ae wa 4 -" F 7) 6 at EK et 777 7.3 7 i oe 9 ie 7" : PP oh ue f Pe TH -) 
| , o Wh : Bea auf : O-Fe SILA Fee bites Ge Sout y 
, 


cs ir | DOMES Foe Gala ayes Wk aw Lladmenean moe! 


A 
” 4 5 ' 
3 a ade int i , 4 noes i 7 i 
1, Pe cya, oF ") “Puy x ? v 
ivy da Ee, By ' 
thee etry _ are te - VAD ab 
: 5 fis s an : ; 
ms * mm i -s ule | i 7 oe » aw Poe ~ : yen naa ) | 7 | ; 
| | : rat, : F heey aes were eaua ’ paw rz a9 ioe. yh, y 4 f etext ae Mes ata a Bs 


ree iii ; ily rita at et bene Pay Wa sok: eh) tas ange) as fy? bw hi Sid op ‘potas. my i 
ee Stat ys ~~ sul dows EI asics ; MM Kh 2 £ as A = i Ma tase et | ? 
THEN arate 4 SATE: dh 


eh) 
, ' 


foe 
if 
\ ‘ J : s ‘ | te 
“ ae a ae rete? ae =\ ol oe 
, i a> z 4 Eben) be 3 32 1 are ued TY) & gee 1% ‘+ i: ie 
{ . are oF ae ka io na VPLS He? ee rahe 
' ; 


1 PEC ome hier alt & oad Lenennteg ea 
ema a) K BLD DI 6 mel fsuatety oe 


Lal 
ane 


AUG A 2d be haa ees 


Has + Bae 4 a0 SS 2") Myst) te. sane 


Pn 


~4Zn 


practices be stressed on the steep sloves. This would be fundamental 
erosion control which can be carried out in connection with the regular 
soil-conserving practices. 


One farmer said that he had not realized that erosion was tak- 
ing place on his farm until the last few years, He suggested that some- 
thing be done to bring the erosion problem before the farmers, 


Another farmer suggested that the Granges scattered throughout 
the county should hold community meetings and have a technically trained 
man discuss soil erosion control with the farmers. 


He ‘SOLL Teste 


A suggestion was made to have the farmers bring soil samples 
to some convenient place where the Conservation Agents could pick them up 
and analyze them. This method will increase the number ofsoil samples 
which can be analyzed by a few agents. 


A letter of instructions on the correct method of taking a 
soil sample should be sent to each farmer. 


6. Soil-Conserving Practices to be Stressed 


The eight most common soil-conserving practices were listed 
on the blackboard and discussed, 


These eight practices are: 


Establishing legume seedings 
Applying superphosphate 
Applying Potash 

Liming crop and pasture land 
Green manure and cover crops 
Mulching orchards 

Woodland practices 

Erosion control 


CQ OV Fw PO 


After discussion, the practices, all but No. 3 (applying 
votash), were considered essential for the 1938 Experimental Program. A 
ballot was taken and each farmer voted for the practices he believed ought 
to be stressed in the 1938 Program. The vote showed thet practices 1, 2, 
and 4 were outstanding in importance and should be stressed by an educa- 
tional orogram at the time the work sheets are filed, It will be neces- 
sary to employ several trained men for three or four weeks to put over the 
educstional program, | 


Practices 5, 7, and 8 were also discussed and recommended for 
certain types of farms. 


It was the general consensus of opinion that more personal guidance 


should be given each individual farmer in planning his 19438 soil-conserving prac- 


tices, 


The phases of soil conservation which should be stressed are those which 


conform with the long term objectives outlined by the Agricultural Conservation 


Program, 
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